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CHAPTER 26

...................................

THE PRESENT AS
HISTORY

.......................................................................................

PATRICK THADDEUS JACKSON

Tue lowa Caucuses, the first electoral test for the eight people then campaigning to
be the Democratic Party’s nominee for President of the United States, took place on
19 January 2004.' After months of speeches, debates, television advertising, and
public appearances, lowa voters were finally able to declare a preference for the
candidate of their choice. Around 8:30 p.m., it became apparent from exit polls and
preliminary vote returns, that Senator John Kerry would be the victor, followed by
Senator John Edwards and then by Howard Dean, the former Governor of Ver-
mont. Shortly after the television news networks “called” the election based on
their projections of the final numbers, Dean—as is traditional for an American
presidential candidate—appeared before a crowd of his supporters and campaign
workers to deliver some brief remarks. “I'm sure there are some disappointed
people here,” Dean began. “You know something? If you had told us one year
ago that we were going to come in third in Iowa, we would have given anything for
that” According to the text printed in the next day's New York Times, Dean

continued:

* For helpful comments and feedback, I would like to thank Holly Jackson, Kiran Pervez, Jenmifer
lobasz, Xavier Guillaume, and Benjamin Herborth.

I Only six of those people were actually on the ballot in Jowa, however, as Joe Lieberman and Al
Sharpton had skipped the contest altogether.







